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Congratulations on the very well thought out proposal for the care,
collection, delivery and consideration of associated environmental factors
n your plan.

It 1s particularly heartening that there is no mention of having water
metering of ordinary residential properties, although chairperson

Fran Wild is in favour of this.

Although there have been arguments for the wholesale imposition of water
meters to all users, some of these have been based on false data.
Supporters of such a scheme, also play down the fact that such wholesale
metering of the water supply will commodify it, and render our present
public utility ripe for private purchase. Present administrations favour
Council Controlled Organisations to retain NZ ownership. However, in the
current economic climate, where NZ is heavily indebted to overseas
inferests, and given the terms of international trade treaties that NZ avidly
seeks, there will be little or no protection against sale {o overseas interests.
These will then have a monopoly, with virtually no restraint on what is
charged for water. (cf. "cost of electric power to domestic consumers")

A recent O.E.C.D. report urges the NZ government fo privatise public
utilities to pay debt and as NZ plunges deeper into recession, this call will
be hard to resist.

Given that there is an increasing world shortage of fresh water, it will be
become a very commercially valuable commodity, controlled globally by a
few for maximum profit, with little regard to the needs of the local
populace. Auckland is already in this very vulnerable situation.

Lower income families, if they are to survive, will need increasing
subsidisation from the rate payer or the tax payer to pay for water.

The present system of retaining metering for industrial, commercial and
large residential users only, should be retained, and sensible measures
miroduced to reduce wasteful consumption.
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